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According to my daughter, most of the kids don't even think about it. Cleaning the school
everyday is just part of going to school. Reading, writing, arithmetic, lunch, and clean up:
everyday. Clean up becomes a habit and as such ceases to be thought about.

Sure they don't like to clean the toilets. Who would? But this disagreeable task is shared by
others and everybody gets their share of disagreeable jobs. You have to remember that the
whole school turns out to clean the school; students, teachers, even the head teacher and
principal will share in the clean up. This goes a long way to making an otherwise irksome task,
if not enjoyable, at least, quickly over.

Another thing to keep in mind is that the school clean up thing starts in pre-school and
continues on through high school. The students are put into groups of 5 or 6 kids of different
ages and given specific tasks to complete; because the clean up happens every day, each
day's burden isn't overly much.
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Related Do Japanese students clean their own classrooms?

Yes. All Japanese students in public school have gakko soji time. That is when they clean the
school. Not just the classrooms- the halls, the stairs, the bathrooms, the outside grounds too.
When | was an exchange student in Japan we did it every day. There is very little janitorial
staff. The custodian helps take care of the physical plant of the school and fix things. Cleaning
up your own mess is thought to teach responsibility, respect for ones surroundings, and
teamwork. It builds a feeling of duty towards the community. The idea is that it helps you be
mindful about others and encourages empathy. Cleaning up after oneself is not a chore, but a
natural thing. It has Buddhist roots of the cleaning and work monks do in the temples that are
part of mindfulness. If cleaning is a punishment it fosters a very different attitude towards
labor and work. Even the school principal helps with the care and maintenance of the school.
It was a fun time for us every day.
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It's just like flushing toilet after use or brushing teeth at the end of the day. It's bothering

sometimes especially when | wanted to play because | was a kid, but | knew it's something |

had to do.

Why do you expect someone else to do it for you? Even though you have your own two arms
to do it and you are not a baby anymore?
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It was just a normal thing for us..so, I've never thought twice about it.
It was fun to do something with my classmate!
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When | was teaching in Japan | thought his was one of the best things about Japanese
education. The kids see that they have collective responsibility as a “society” for maintaining
their environment. Community problems are being dealt with not as a problem for the
institution, school or government but as something the individual has a share in and must
carry his own weight for. It's great!

Kids don't know any other way so it is a kind of common sense in Japanese society. This
should happen in the US and around the world.




